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On the Indigenization of the Genre of Romance in America by

Analyzing the “Neutral Territory” Strategy in the Scarlet Letter
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Abstract: Nathaniel Hawthorne, the author in the period of American Renaissance, redefined ro-
mance as a traditional literary genre by putting forward the notion of “neutral territory” between the i-
magined and real world. He consistently practiced this notion in his masterpiece The Scarlet Letter to
present the readers with an illusionary world with heavy aesthetic appeal by applying such literary
techniques as the combination of imagination and realism in the setting, abnormal narrative structure,
the techniques of symbolism and metaphor, the technique of blurring in narration and skillful applica-
tion of light and shade in imagery description. Hawthorne’s notion in romance writing had a far-reac-
hing impact on many American writers and made an epoch-making contribution to the indigenization of
romance as a genre in America.

Key words:romance; neutral territory; reality; imagination; indigenization



