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Marx’s Theory of Social Division of Labor and Its Practical Guidance for the

“Free and Comprehensive Development of Human Beings” in the New Era
Dong Meng, Wang Jia
(College of Marxism., Shijiazhuang Tiedao University. Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract: Marx’s theory of social division of labor has gone through the main development stages
of embryonic form, formation, deepening and maturity, and has constantly run through the core
thread of free and comprehensive development of human beings. Marx’s theory of social division of la-
bor believes that spontaneous division of labor and private manufacturing have become one-sided de-
velopment of humans, and advocates that scientific and technological progress should lead the trans-
formation of spontaneous division of labor and private ownership to conscious division of labor and
public ownership, so as to eliminate human one-sided development and promote human free and com-
prehensive development. In view of this, the realization of “free and comprehensive development of
human beings” in the new era must be guided by scientific and technological innovation, building a
solid material foundation at the productivity level, optimizing the institutional foundation at the level
of production relations, creating a harmonious environment at the level of lifestyle, and constantly e-
liminating the side effects of spontaneous division of labor, gradually building a harmonious and con-
scious division of labor, so as to better meet the needs of our people for a better life.

Key words: Marx’s theory of social division of labor; the free and comprehensive development of

human beings; the new era; technological innovation



