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Feature Analysis of the Indigenization of

American Renaissance Literature and Its Enlightenment
Zhang Zaizhao, ZhangYungang, Liu Liyong

(Department of Foreign Languages, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University. Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract: American Renaissance Movement during the 1830s and the Civil War aimed at shaking
off the shackles of European culture and establishing an independent national literature with an explic-
it tendency of indigenization of literature. Literary works at this stage presented the American outlook
and ethos, featuring as transcendentalist and Puritanic ideologies, characterization of indigenous peo-
ple, environment and reality, and persisting quests for artistic innovations. Under the context of in-
tense game between globalization and indigenization, this analysis intends to offer some beneficial ref-
erence and enlightenment for the development of contemporary Chinese literature.

Key words:indigenization of literature; ideological traits; national spirit; artistic innovation



