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Comment on Image of Yuan Shao in The Romance of the Three Kingdoms

Yang Guang

(Students Affairs Department, Luoyang Institute of Science and Technology, Luoyang, 471023, China)

Abstract: In The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, the young Yuan Shao was a famous and pas-

sionate talent. But the middle-aged Yuan Shao became a forcible-feeble paper tiger and a shiftless

straw bag; In addition, he was an unqualified father due to his failed education resulting in internal

strife between his two sons and the perish along with this struggle. The image of Yuan Shao in the

novel conformed to the historical prototype basically, and the author LLuo Guanzhong made full use of

the basic materials in history books such as The Three Kingdoms Chronicles and The Book of the later

Han dynasty, and shaped the tragic figure. The shaping of Yuan Shao's characters played a role in the

main characters of the novel, which promoted the development of the plot and left a silent revelation

for the later generations.
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