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Study on the Classification of Flower Descriptions in

A Dream of Red Mansions
Yu Xiaoling', Wan Huiqgian®

(1. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Minnan Normal University,Zhangzhou, 363000, China;
2. College of Business, Jinling College of Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210000, China)

Abstract: The descriptions of flowers and plants in A Dream of Red Mansions are numerous.
There are about 93 types of flowers and plants described in the novel which were involved in the spe-
cific plots and served to characterize the characters, render the environment, and to express emotions
and feelings. Among them, 22 kinds of flowers and plants appeared in illusory territory and used to
describe the fates of girls in the Red Mansions; 72 species appeared in Jiafu and mostly appeared in
different dwellings, suggesting that the character’s personality and fate; 55 species appeared in the
text of poetry showing the talent of characters and at the same time, suggesting their traits and the o-
verall family fate. The first eighty chapters and the last forty chapters are quite different in terms of
quantity and quality of flowers and plants descriptions. The last forty chapters are far less than the
previous eighty ones. The descriptions of flowers and plants served as unique scenery in A Dream of
Red Mansions and they also rendered fresh vitality into the traditional Chinese flowers and plants cul-
ture in return.
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