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On the Construction of Small Squares in City Downtown
Peng Peng, Fan Jiamei, Zheng Hongbin
(College of Architecture and Art, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University. Shijiazhuang, 050043, China)

Abstract: As for the expensive urban built-up areas, “small squares” are not only an effective
method of public space construction to overcome the large scale and extensive form, but also an effec-
tive way of exploring the potential of the outdoor space resources and activating the stock lands.
What’s more, “small squares” are the developing trend of “public spaces” in the future. The paper
briefly introduces the history, present and the future of “squares” as an element of urban public
space, identifies its concept and origin, and then discusses the designing principles of “small squares”,
such as “minor intervention”, “construction of network system”, “public consultation” and “cultural
connotations”.

Key words: small squares; downtown; minor intervention; network structure



