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A Study of ATB-Movement in Topicalization Constructions:

A Minimalist Approach
SUN Wen-tong

(Foreign Language Department, Zhengzhou Chenggong University of Finance and Economics, Zhengzhou 451200, China)

Abstract : Across-the-Board movement exists in English Conjunctive Interrogatives. As one type
of Whrin—situ languages, Chinese does not allow wh-fronting. However, by analyzing authentic lan-
guage data, we find that Chinese does have ATB movement in some object-fronting type of topicaliza-
tion constructions. By analyzing the syntactic features and the generative mechanism of such construc-
tions, we can prove the existence of ATB movement in Chinese and the universality of such kind of
movement in different languages.

Key words: ATB-movement;topicalization constructions;feature checking;clausal conjunction;ob-

ject-fronting; sideward movement



