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Functions of the English Translations of Museum Commentaries in

Cultural Tourism: A Case Study of Hebei Provincial Museum

WEI Yi, WANG Jun-ya
( Department of Foreign Languages, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang, 050043, China)

Abstract: With the implementation of the Reform and Opening-up policy and the deepening of economic
globalization, China is attracting more and more tourists for sightseeing and for appreciating its profound history
and extensive culture. As one of the birthplaces of China’ s ancient civilization, Hebei province is a traditional
tourist destination and its cultural tourism industry is developing with huge potential. As an authoritative plat—
form and window to promote this tourism special, museums play a vitally important role. The quality of com—
mentaries and the authenticity of their translations underlie the future prosperity of the cultural tourism indus—
try. However presently, there are many fallacies and errors in the English translations of museum commentar—
ies in Hebei Provincial Museum which are far from enough to promote the development of cultural tourism. To
solve these problems, relevant translation strategies should first be applied to tackle some difficulties in com—
mentaries translation such as the large amount terms, the complicated and intricate classical style of writing of
traditional Chinese, the redundant materials to be translated, and the polished and grandiose rhetoric. Fur—
thermore, the influence of the English translations of museum commentaries on cultural communication, aca—
demic research, diversified dissemination, and cross-industrial cooperation should be greatly enhanced.

Key words: museum commentaries; English translations; Hebei provincial museum; cultural tourism



