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Types of Tactile Synaesthesia Metaphor and Its Constructive Condition
HU Jun

(Department of Foreign Language, Anging Normal College, Anqing 246000, China)

Abstract: Based on the brief analysis on the distinctive physical and physiological characters of
tactile organ, it shows that as the most basic organ for human in recognition activities, tactile provides
the foundation for the synaesthesia metaphor expression of mapping the characters of the tactile organ
on other types of organs. Taking the usage of tactile synaesthesia in literature works as an example,
four “one to more” forms of tactile synaesthesia are put forward: sense of touch interconnecting with
sense of taste, sense of touch interconnecting with sense of smell, sense of touch interconnecting with
sense of hearing and sense of touch interconnecting with sense of sight. From the perspective of cogni-
tive linguistics, tactile synaesthesia metaphor is analyzed to find that there are two recognition con-
structive conditions: One is recognition similarity among human’s five organ fields, and the other is
prominence of the recognition.

Key words: sense of touch; synaesthesia metaphor; recognition similarity; prominence of the rec-
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