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The Evolution of Historical Law: From a Genre to a Method
HE Zirong
(College of law, Lanzhou University of Technology,lLanzhou 730050, China)

Abstract ;: Historical law’s core is a historical view of law, emphasizing the historical factors of law
and advocating using history to interpret and clarify the history. German historical law which is repre-
sented by Savigny not only created a theory of historical law relatively systematic and formed its inde-
pendent historical law schools, but also started to study the law with historical exquisite method.
British historical law which is represented by Maine used a historical method of systematic to research
the ancient legal system and made the historical law become systematic methodology of jurisprudence,
at the same time filling the theory of historical law, since then it was become a common consensus to
explore the law using a historical perspective and a conventional method to use a historical method
studying law.
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