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Dilemmas and Resolutions of Legal Protection for the Cultural Relics
——Analysis from the Perspective of the Demand of the

Citizen for Cultural Heritage Rights
LIANG Yanyan', XUE Jin-xi’

(1. Law school, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;

2. Philosophy and social school, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: There are many law provisions on the protection for the cultural rights of the citizen and
the cultural relics in international law and domestic law in China. In order to meet the growing spiritu-
al and cultural requirements of the citizen increasingly, the country takes the obligation to provide all
aspects of convenient conditions, thereinto, one of the important measures is that many artifacts are
exhibited to the public. However, cultural relics protection is being faced with many problems to be
resolved urgently. The theories in the protection of cultural rights and cultural relics have transformed
from “human-centrism” into “ecocentrism” and “intergenerational equity”. Between cultural rights de-
rived from public property theory and the protection of cultural relics, there are contradictions as
well. Currently, the effective methods to overcome the difficulties of the heritage preservation and
protect the heritage and cultural needs of the citizen well are to redefine the citizen’s the rights and
obligations on the relics, and to call on the public to participate actively in the cause of heritage pres-
ervation.
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