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The Types and Characteristics of Dialect Neutral Tone
LU Xiao—xia
(College of Humanities, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract;: The neutral tones of various dialects are different from those of Mandarin with varieties
of manifestations. According to the different factors that determine the neutral tone syllable pitch,
this thesis divides the neutral tone in dialects into four manifestations, which are, neutral tone pitch
influenced by the first stressed syllable in the single tone of Chinese characters; neutral tone pitch de-
termined by the present syllable; neutral tone pitch related to both the first stressed syllable in the
single tone of Chinese characters and the present syllable; neutral tone pitch not relative with the first
stressed syllable in the single tone of Chinese characters as well as the present syllable. This thesis
tries to have an overall understanding, a standard grasp and utilization of the neutral tones in Manda-
rin through analyses of the characteristics of the neutral tones in dialects.
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