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Family Change and Urbamrural Relations in Republic Period:

Shanghai in 1920s and 1930s

HOU Yarrxing
(Department of Social Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Families in Shanghai were in a transition period during the 1920s and 1930s. Specifical-
ly, the family population was changing from peasant to citizen; the structure of family was the transi-
tion from expanded family to nuclear family; the ethical relation of family was in evolving from tradr
tion to modern. If we examine the urbarrrural relation during the 1920s and 1930s from the view of
family transition, we may see the other side of the city, i e., an urbarrrural relationship of neither
city nor country, both city and country, and half city and half country.

Key words: Shanghai family; Urbar rural relations; migration; ethical relations



