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Pragmatic Criticism: General Characteristics of African Literary Criticism
XIN Lu-gao

(College of Literature, Law and Arts of East China Institute of Technology, Fuzhou 344000, China)
Abstract ; African literary critics usually adopt social—cultural approach when they are engaged in
African literary criticism. They pay more attention to such factors as social, cultural and political
ones. They view literary criticism as a part of social criticism. While not rigidly adhering to certain
special literary criticism approach, they adopt the suitable approaches for the pragmatic sake. They
don't pay close attention to literary form itself, and even regard the literary form itself as a part of so-
cial factor of literature.

Key words: African literature; pragmatic criticism; social-cultural criticism
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On the Positive Role of Upright Officials in Early

Northern Song Dynasty and the Reason
BAI Xue-song', LI Qiu-sheng’
(1. School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China
2. Department of Social Sciences, Hebei College of Finance, Baoding 071051, China)

Abstract: Many of the upright officials of the early Northern Song Dynasty achieved considerable
success in their official careers, such as in developing agriculture, keeping public order, taking meas-
ures to prevent disasters and providing relief to people in stricken areas and taking on a diplomatic
mission to neighboring countries. They played a positive role in history, the reason for which, besides
the rulers advocacy and selection, also has relations with the self —cultivation of scholar-bureaucrats.

Key words: the early Northern Song Dynasty; upright officials; positive role



