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(1) There are a hundred people in the hall.
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(2)This county has a population of 520 000.
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It took me six or seven hours to finish this
work.
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He walks for about three miles.

He left the house around five o’ clock.

The settlement contained approximately
twenty thousand people by current estimations.

The house was built at a cost of roughly ten
thousand dollars.

That’s more or less two hour’s journey.

He is fifty or so.

It will cost one thousand dollars in the
rough.
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n”,“n + odd”,“at least + n”%&, 0.

He stayed in the city for more than three
days.

The river is over fifty miles long.

There is nothing in this store above ten
dollars.

He spent seventy odd dollars on food.

The box weighs at least fifteen kilograms.
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He earns less than two hundred dollars a
month.

The building covers an area of under a thou-
sand square meters.

He must be below sixty years old.

He can run a hundred meters in fewer than
twelve seconds.
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“My opponent proposes to spend the outra-
geous sum of one million nine hundred sixty-
eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight
dollars and seventy-two cents. My budget will

be only two million. ”
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Can I get them printed?
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Yes, do you know exactly how many

copies of each you want?

I’ m not sure. We have individual and
group pictures, altogether about 31. 1’1l check
and then inform you.

—Ok.
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Man: Excuse me,] want to have my car fixed.
Mechanic: Let me see (Checking the car).
Man: How long will it take you?
Mechanic: At least two days.
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Policeman: Yes, he (refers to the other

driver in the accident) should have stopped.
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Why did you stop at the pedestrian crossing?
Mr. Simpson: There were about three old
ladies on it. I’ m always a bit careful with old
people because they’re likely to walk across the
road without looking properly.
Policeman: You shouldn’t worry, sir. We

even without

don’t think you were speeding
measuring the skid marks.

Mr. Simpson: Er, was hess---- er, the other
driver drunk?

Policeman: I don’t know yet. He’s admit-
ted that he has had one or two drinks; we are
going to give him a breathalyzer test to see
whether he’s over the limit. If he is, he’ll be
asked to have a blood test.
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The Special Pragmatic Functions of Vague Numerals in Communication
LIU Ying-rui
(Foreign Language Department, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract: Numerals are supposed to be precise, but in many cases, they have vague meanings
which play special roles in communication. In this article, vague numerals are classified as follows:
numerals standing for round numbers which are the structuring points of a number system; plural nu-
merals; numerals in juxtaposition; numerals with approximators. They perform four special functions
in communication: least effort; providing the right amount of information; proving rough information
when precise information is not available; self-protection.
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